
 
Worldwide Seminarian Support,  
 
 I write to thank you for your wonderful 
generosity in supporting the education of 
seminarians around the world. More specifi-
cally, I am very grateful to you for your finan-
cial support of the Poor Brothers of Saint 
Francis here in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend. The five seminarians of the 
community have decided to disband the com-
munity and to further discern their individual 
vocations.  
 
Two or three of the brothers have dis-
cerned to continue their priestly vocation 
as seminarians for the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend. Since our budget for 
seminarian formation is already a heavy 
strain for the diocese, I would be very grateful 
for any financial support you can provide to 
the diocese for the seminary education of 
these former Franciscan brothers. Gratefully 
yours in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend  

WE HAVE A SERIOUS & GROWING SHORTAGE OF PRIESTS IN THE USA.  
YOU can help change that—and bring the Eucharist and Sacraments to tens of 

thousands—saving SOULS! Fund a seminarian in NEED of tuition.  
These men will ONLY become priests by YOUR donations. >>>>> 

Deliver the Sacraments. Save souls. Fund a needy seminarian to the priesthood. 
 
 
 

Pentecost 

2020 Mail Donations to Worldwide Seminarian Support, 429 E. Dupont Rd. #143, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825. Securely make  
electronic tax deductible donations at our website: www.SeminarianSupport.org—For inquiries call us at: (260) 415-3458 

THANK YOU ALL 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

TAKE ACTION! Give now at 
www.SeminarianSupport.org 

100% OF DONATIONS GO TO SEMINARIANS 

 
Friends in Christ,  

 
 The wonderful journey that these Fran-
ciscan Brothers were on enhanced many of 
us in our faith and those very same men are 
still serving our HOLY Church and our Lord 
Jesus Christ in other fruitful ministries. Many 
of them are now Priests, Deacons, or on their 
way to becoming Priests and Deacons. We 
have all been blessed by their prayers and 
activities. In closing the WSS fund account for 
the Poor Brothers of Saint Francis we had 
$6,247.14 allocated for their seminarian edu-
cation. Since Brother Felice Maria is now 
Fort Wayne Diocesan Deacon Paolo Degas-
peri and Brother Alphonsus Mary is now 
Fort Wayne Diocesan Seminarian Ryan Ti-
mossi and going back to seminary this Fall we 
are providing these remaining funds to 
their tuition. If the Holy Spirit leads you to con-
tinue to help fund these two exceptional men 
to complete their seminary education please 
make out your checks to WSS or to our web-
site www.seminariansupport.org. identifying 
their names. Please continue praying for now 
Deacon Paolo and Seminarian Ryan on their 
Holy journey to the Priesthood.  
 

John Becker  
WSS  President (260-415-3458) 

http://www.SeminarianSupport.org


If only it were possible to speak with each one of you personally. You deserve as 
much, and more, for your support along this incredible journey. Still perceiving the 
call to the priesthood, it is surreal that our community is passing out of existence at 
this time. Nevertheless, I intend to go forward in a way that is consistent with what 
the Lord has been doing in my life up to now, “Fiat voluntas tua”, and in this way 
also to reverence the gift each one of you has been to me. Please pray for me as I 
seek admission to the diocese to continue studying for the priesthood.  
“May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness.” 
 
LeeAllen W. Fortin (Brother Joseph Maria) 
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FAREWELL LETTERS FROM THE POOR BROTHERS 
OF SAINT FRANCIS 

. 
 

Beloved Family, Friends, and All who have supported us Brothers, 
 
May the Lord give you His peace. May he fill you with the overabundance of his 
merciful love, and grant you every grace to become saints in this life. We send 
you this update first of all to thank you. It’s hard to express in just those two 
words the gratitude we have for the gift each one of you has been to each one of 
us. It seems that much more is owed to you for all that you have done to help us 
follow the Lord. St. Paul tells us “Owe no one anything, except to love one anoth-
er.” (Rm 13:8) Surely, our love for you is much more than what he can convey in 
this forum, but this is a start. Thank you for everything. 
The second reason we are writing you is to inform you that our community is, of 
its own accord, disbanded. 
As of May 13th , 2020 the Poor Brothers of St. Francis no longer exist. It’s very 
difficult to know where to begin in telling you why and how we have come to this 
decision. What’s even more difficult is relating it to you with all the love and grati-
tude we have for each one of you. Instead of trying to communicate all of that 
here, please know that we “long to see you, that [we] may impart to you some 

spiritual gift to strengthen you, that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.” (Rm 1:11-12) 
Since it is unlikely that we will be able to speak with each one of you and answer all of the questions that you 
may have, we offer here a brief summary of how we came to this decision. We had known for some time that 
our inexperience of founding a religious community would be difficult to overcome. Shortly after we began, 
brothers had been of the mind that we would need help from men with many years of experience living a faithful 
and fruitful religious life. 
In a meeting with His Excellency, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, held on March 31st, 2020 we related this aware-
ness to him. As has been his custom, Bishop Rhoades acted speedily in our favor and acquired for us the assis-
tance of Fr. Joseph Tuscan OFM, Cap. During Fr. Joseph’s time with us it became clear through our meetings 
with him that we “were [not] of one heart and one mind,” (Acts 4:32), in terms of each brother’s personal dis-
cernment of his vocation. Fr. Joseph helped us see that the Lord was leading each one of us down differ-
ent paths which would ultimately mean we couldn’t live together in the same community. 
In the final analysis, we will have a peaceful parting amongst us. For we still have “a sincere love of [our] breth-
ren, [and] love one another earnestly from the heart.” (1 Pt 1:22) We have this same love for each one of you. 
We will always be your brothers wherever God leads us. We have wanted to convey here something of that 
bond we’ve experienced with each one of you so that you may be assured that through this transition you all re-
main in our hearts, and will be fixed there until we reach the time of no more partings. 
 
In Christ and Francis,  
Your Poor Brothers 

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER JOSEPH:  . 
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A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER LEOPOLD:  . 

Dear friends and benefactors of Worldwide Seminarian Support, Peace! 
 
I am writing with my heart full of gratitude for all the goodness you poured forth 
during these last two years of my seminary formation, in terms of financial and 
spiritual support.   
It is thanks to your help that I have just completed my 3rd year of Theology, and 
by the grace of God, I'll be ordained a deacon by Bishop Rhoades on June 6th. 
 
At this point, as we Brothers have come to the realization that God is calling 
each one of us to follow him and serve him along different paths, I discerned 
that He wants me to be incardinated in the Diocese of Fort Wayne - South 
Bend as a Diocesan priest. It is very tough for me to give up my Franciscan vo-
cation and habit. However, it is clear enough to me that this is his will for the 
present. I am grateful to my Bishop for allowing me to complete my last year of 
seminary with his Diocese and sponsored by it. This, in a sense, will put an 
end to our economical relationship, but I hope and pray will not end our 
spiritual bond. In God's eyes and in mine, you will always be some amazing 
contributors on my way to the priesthood. I'll keep you in my prayers, as I hope 
you will keep me in yours, especially in these last weeks and year leading up to my diaconal and priestly ordi-
nation. May God and Mother Mary reward you abundantly for generosity and love! 
 
In Christ, 
Deacon Paolo Degasperi (Brother Felice Maria) 

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER FELICE: 
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It is with my deepest, heartfelt gratitude and love that I write to you all. What a journey it has 
been over the past six years. Whether we know one another personally or have been 
touched by one another from a distance through the providence of God, I thank you for your 
contribution and support that you have given to the Friars and myself over the course of 
these past years. Your efforts and our efforts were, are and will continue to be the 
same: to contribute to the up building of the glorious and triumphant Kingdom of 
Christ, the Son of God Who Reigns in our hearts. I would like to tell you that it is He Who 
is guiding me each day as I continue forward in the path the Holy Spirit has for me. It is with 
pain that I leave and depart from this chapter in the story that we have been a part of togeth-
er, but I know it is only one chapter of the greater story. The chapter which we are closing 
together is one of adventure, joy, love, peace, forgiveness, grace, healing, salvation, and the 
radical goodness of God our Father who has Authored the past six to ten years with His 
compassionate love. Although I am not able to be with you personally to thank you and en-

joy the gift that you are in the Lord, I want to at least be with you through these words to thank you and em-
brace you in fraternal thanksgiving. How beautiful is the Lord and how wondrous His designs. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you. My friends, I will be taking the next year to discern the next path the Holy Spirit 
already knows I will take... please pray for me on my journey as you will continue to be in mine as you 
continue yours. I am discerning different Franciscan communities now, but I am open to the Blessed Virgin 
to guide me where She will! Farewell and please let us stay connected in our day and age which gives us the 
ability to do so with such ease.  
 
In the Heart of Jesus and Mary,  
Andrew Ewell (Brother Leopold Maria). 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As the news that the five of us men are moving forward in the Lord down different paths, I 
want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your immense support along the way thus 
far.  Nothing is lost that is done for the Lord or His brothers.  Know that I carry you all in my 
heart and will continue to pray for you all, and ask for your prayers for what the Lord has pre-
pared for me in His Providence.  I have been enriched so much by my life as a Franciscan 
and the people that God has brought me into relationship with, and I carry all this with me as 
I go forward, enriched by your love and sacrifices.  Please pray for me as I am still dis-
cerning the particulars of my path forward at this time, but still feel drawn down a priestly 
path and I intend to carry the riches of the Franciscan heritage I have received over these 
years into whatever the Lord has planned for me. May God Bless You All!   
 
With Love and Gratitude, Chase (Brother Pio Maria) 

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER PIO: 

Dearest friends and gracious benefactors, 
 
As I took my vows with the Poor Brothers of St. Francis, I was not expecting them to be dis-
pensed by means of the community disbanding. Although it will take time for me to adjust to 
being outside of Franciscan life, I have a sense of relief, as I see God’s hand leading us all 
forward in different ways in the service of Christ and His Church. I will continue this upcoming 
year as a diocesan seminarian at Mount St. Mary’s of the West, in Cincinnati for the diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend. As I transfer more fully into a diocesan mode of seminary for-
mation, I am hoping to have greater clarity as to the diocese in which God wants me to serve. 
I was born and raised in the diocese of Orange, California, but I am open to God’s possible 
call to continue in the diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. I ask your prayers in this regard 
as my discernment process unfolds this year. From the bottom of my heart I thank you all 
for supporting us as Franciscan seminarians! These years have given each of us the oppor-
tunity to grow in ways that would not have been otherwise possible. I will carry with me the joy 
of my time as a Franciscan to my future ministry, which I pray maybe as a priest of Christ. 
Thank you again for your financial and spiritual support over these years!  
 
Ryan Timossi (Brother Alphonsus Mary) 

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER ALPHONSUS:  . 
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While this community of Franciscans no longer exists, many positive fruits have arisen from their presence over 
the last 10 years. Countless Eucharistic holy hours, rosaries, and Masses offered for souls inspired many 
parish/school retreats, homeless ministries, door to door evangelization efforts, and missions throughout the 
world. The friars’ presence in Indiana led one priest, Fr. Evaristo Olivera, to join the di-
ocese and serve as a pastor while offering spiritual direction to the men in for-
mation. Additionally, by embracing this life of sacrifice with intensity and joy, other men 
have discovered the discipline, fortitude, and love to serve the Church as virtuous hus-
bands and fathers. Most of these men look back upon their time as Franciscan Friars with 
appreciation for the opportunities they had to grow in love of God and service to others. 
While the result of the friars may not be what was once hoped for, great solace can still 
be found in the certitude that Christ’s original instructions to St. Francis – to go rebuild His 
Church – have indeed borne fruit in the lives of the men who sought to follow in Francis’ 
footsteps and in the lives of those they have encountered along the journey. This could 
not have happened without the support of many generous benefactors!   

Christopher Lushis 
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